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The last month or so has been a sad time for CAWMC and for the numismatic world. Bob Lenz 
passed away just before mailing date. This was just after | learned that member Emile Grondin 
has entered a hospice and is not expected to come out. | then received word that Bruce 

Raszmann died (see tribute inside this issue). | hope this is the end of the sad news for a while. 


| Know it is still early but Christmas is only three months away and it is time to start thinking 
about Christmas woods. Please contact your manufacturer to make sure they have time to fill 
your order and get them to you in time for distribution before Christmas. Also please send cop- 
ies of your 2011 Christmas wood to Norm for inclusion in future catalogues and to Judy for inclu- 
sion in Timber Talk. Also please provide Judy with details of availability for anyone not on your 
mailing list. 


Also please remember to advise both Norm Belsten and Judy Blackman if you become aware of 
any new woods. 


If anyone wishes to contact me on any issue you can reach me by mail at Al Munro, Box 2643 
Station M, Calgary, Alberta, Canada, T2P 3C1, by phone at 403-273-6133 or by email at 
woodbcents@shaw.ca. 


Good collecting to everyone. 

















Wood Tidbits... 


This wood is from Bob Lenz’s 
collection. It was made in 1988 in 
the quantity of 5,000, it’s green 
print on both sides, 38mm round, 
and appears as 5161-001 in 
Norm’s catalogue. Nickle’s was in 
Cambridge until it burnt down. 












An interesting tidbit — our President Al, and then 
subsequently your Editor Judy, were contacted by a 
relative of one of our CAWMC members wanting to 
find out where they could purchase the vintage 
wooden train puzzle featured in last month’s Timber 
Talk issue. 


With the October 6th, 2011 Elections Ontario 
approaching, has anybody seen any political woods 
promoting candidates and / or their parties? 






Some days we just get stuck, and bogged down. 
Some davs all vou can do is smile and wait for someone to kindls 
remove vour butt from the hole vou find it wedged into. 
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THE “FUN” WOODS OF T.I.C.F. 
by John Regitko, CAWMC Member #265 


Prior to the Spring 1986 Toronto International Coin Fair, | promoted a contest 


wooden nickel | received from Jim Deluney (illustrated at left). To explain the 
contest, | created my own wood (below). When | handed them out, | explained 
the purpose of the contest. | received over a dozen entries, many of them 
quite good and in line with my objective of adding some humour to the hobby. 
| selected six winners who are not only well-known in the hobby of numismat- 
ics, but are or were members of CAWMC: Don Robb, Russell Brown, Paul 
Johnson, Ron Zelk and the late Al Bliman and John Curtis. | took their idea 
and had ??? Create dies for them. What the winners didn’t figure on is that on 
some, | placed their name in such a position that it sounded like the saying 
they submitted was directed at them. For example, instead of the one from 
Don Robb simply reading “You are such a pain in the ass, you must be a Hem- 
orrhoid,” It reads “You are such a pain in the ass Don Robb, you must be 
hemorrhoid.” The woods were handed out at an early S.O.C. meeting. 





Continued next page>>> 
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2012 Calgary Wood 





































Free Wood of the Month of October 201 1 


Our October 2011 featured wood comes courtesy of our President Al Munro 
and the Calgary Numismatic Society who jointly donated 100 to the CAWMC. 
The wood is the Calgary Stampede and RCNA 2012 Invitation wood promoting 
next year's CS event and RCNA convention. There were 500 of these 38mm 
diameter round maple woods made and they are in Norm’s catalogue as 5950- 
O38. The obverse is in gold it reads: "COME CELEBRATE THE LOOTH ANNIVER- 
SARY OF THE CALGARY STAMPEDE JULY 6-15, 2012". The reverse is in red and 
reads, "STAY TO ATTEND THE 59TH ANNUAL RCNA CONVENTION AT THE 
WESTIN HOTEL JULY 19-22, 2012 HOSTED BY CALGARY NUMISMATIC SOCI- 
ETY". This wood was liberally distributed at the 2011 Windsor hosted RCNA 
Convention in July, and was handed out to all those in attendance at the 
breakfast and banquet. 


5, UN 15 
2012. 


JULY 6 =15, 2012 


gentans Shit aRSOREReSeeS 


Taine 
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Bob Lenz Woods Collection by suay Blackman 


On Sept. 5th, 2011, | accepted an invitation from Edith Lenz (widow of Bob Lenz) to her home. During this visit 
she brought out a very huge collections of wooden nickels and flats which Bob wanted me to have. | had 
thought Bob only dappled in woods from time to time. Imagine my shock to realize he’s been collecting for 
nearly 50 years! Anybody who knows Bob, knows he’s the Christmas Nut (as his licence plate attests), having 
run a year-round Christmas decorations, antiques and collectibles store with Edith for over 20 years. So it’s no 
Surprise that a large amount of the woods are Christmas themed. As well, those who knew Bob, are aware him 
and Edith traveled the world in search of finds for their shop. It’s apparent Bob has attended many numis- 
matic clubs and associations meetings, coin shows and exhibit days all over in these travels gaining woods 
from them along the way as well as businesses in the areas they stayed. Several of the woods are even auto- 
graphed by the issuers. From the number that came from the same clubs covering all of the U.S. (including 
Alaska and Hawaii too), it looks like Bob developed several long-term friendships with collectors. His sense of 
humour is also prevalent in some woods that were acquired purely for the comedic theme. On these pages | 
have featured some of his collection, which is too large for me to catalogue! 
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Our sincerely condolences to Al and Marion Munro 
on the passing of Al’s brother Otto Eric Munro in 
September 2011. Our sympathy and prayers to the 
family at this very difficult time. 
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Follow up to Last Month’s Fairbanks Community Food Bank Service article 


| note your wee article on the Fairbanks Community Food Bank Service wood, on Pg. 8 of the Sept. 2011 
Timber Talk. This article triggered something, and | then went and had a look through my Alaska woods 
collection, as | was sure there was another different wood emanating from the same source. Sure enough, 
please note the two scans eg; one is the obverse, which is exactly the same on both woods. Then note the 
other picture, which shows the two different reverses, eg; the wood with the lettering "will receive 20 pounds of 
food" (which was the first of the two that | became aware of...approx 2 yrs ago) and the wood with the lettering 
“will receive a Small sack of food" (which was the 2nd of the two that | became aware of....approx. 6 months 
ago). |am wondering if, due to lesser donations of food to the food bank, or, more clients for the food bank, if 
the food bank had to drop its definitive amount (eg; 20 pounds) and instead advertise only "a small sack" \ 
(eg; an amount, or containers, 
that does/do not have to fit a 
definitive weight amount !!). 












Cheers, David Phillips 


A History Of Wooden Coins In Canada by Dale Tudee, Sept. 20, 
-} 2010, published in The Toque 


|} UPPER CANADA- Early Canadian traders, burdened with 
| cumbersome animal pelts, horns, and ivories, were unable to trade 
‘| efficiently because their sleds, canoes, and portage carts were 
| | always weighed down with their heavy trade items. They needed a 
--}? ) monetary solution that would make their trekking slightly less 
” al harsh. The first wooden coins were bulky and awkward, up to 

fee 12-inches thick and seven feet in diameter, made from the sawed 
cross-sections of maple trees, and etched with rough caricatures of 
the King of England on one side and a beaver on the other. These 
crude national symbols of money were bulky, but still much lighter than a rack of damp bearskins. 


Unfortunately, the first generation of wooden coins was easy to counterfeit. Bandits, thieves, and crooked 
lumberjacks could reproduce the money using common saws, crude wood burning irons, and simple chiseling 
tools. In fact, several counterfeit rings were broken up when several illicit moneymaking sawmills were 
discovered outside Fort Langley in 1849. The term “counterfeit ring” referred to the altering of rings in the 
layers of the wood. Next came the hand-carved tokens, which were used until the mid 1800s. These were 
often made of cedar, lighter than the maple slabs, and more manageable for busy fur traders on the go. 
Denominations were made in five and ten cent amounts, which was, like now, a lot of money back then. 
These coins were discontinued as they had a tendency to wear out, or they would be used inappropriately in 
salmon smoking processes. For two years, Members of The First Nations Bank refused to accept the cedar 
money, and tried to persuade government that strands of beads would be a more efficient form of legal 
tender. Later on came the “hard” currency, wooden coins made of ash, oak, and petrified fir. (continued pg 9) 





Memorial Tribute to “Old Money Bags” Bruce Raszmann 
by Judy Blackman 


Bruce Henry Raszmann was 
born on February 24th, 1934 in 
Elma Township, the second son 
of the late Roy and Ethel 
(Osborn) Raszmann. Bruce fin- 
ished his life on earth in his 
78th year on Tuesday, Septem- 
ber 6th, 2011. He was the dear 

brother of Cecil Raszmann and 

yt | | : : his wife Gloria of Waterloo, 

nee 3 Nes Sharon Raszmann of Listowel, 
and Karl Raszmann and his wife 
Mary of Monkton. He was a faithful, life-long member of Monkton United Church where he served as Usher 
for many years. He was long-time best buddy with childhood friend Kenneth (“Kenny”) Koch traveling to 
meetings and shows together. 


ie A 
Vai 





Bruce went to elementary school in Alma. During this time, the doctors blamed bicycle riding for dissolving 
Bruce’s hip socket. This injury required Bruce to remain in a cast with a ten pound window weight strapped 
to his leg for a period of 1-1/2 years. Due to his immobility, Bruce would lay in bed passing time playing with 
Canadian pennies. He figures this playing with money was the start of both his future numismatic interests 
and a Career in accounting. 


Bruce served various roles in Mutual Life’s Accounting Department mostly those concerned with income tax, 
as Bruce said earlier this year, “income tax and all that stuff, | was just an ordinary Joe Blow same as | am 
now. | never went to college, they taught me everything on the job and | picked it up”. After serving Mutual 
for thirty-seven years and walking the halls of this grand old building, Bruce unofficially retired November 6*, 
1991, to use up his vacation accrual, and officially January 1st, 1992 was recorded as his retirement date. 


Bruce learned about the Waterloo Coin Society through an advertisement Bill English ran in the Waterloo 
Chronicle. So he decided to check it out and joined in September 1959. Bruce said he didn’t really have a 
favourite part of numismatics, he used to collect everything. When asked what other collecting hobbies he 
had, since most numismatists seem to be multi-hobbyists, Bruce replied, “| have some of everything but 
most of it is just a bunch of junk, another reason Robb wants to bring his truck up here.” Bruce was quick to 
point out that the Kitchener Coin Club never merged with WCS. It simply folded, but WCS benefited by the 
friendships formed with some of the past KCC members who then decided to join the WCS. Bruce was es- 
tablished as the WCS Treasurer just 3 mths after joining in December 1959. Bruce Raszmann was one of 
the "official" founding members of the Waterloo Coin Society (WCS) in January 1960 as the Executive final- 
ized the Constitution and By-laws. By 1961 he was the Treasurer again, having been re-elected in the fall of 
1960 for the upcoming year, this annual re-election took place every year since. Nobody ever ran against 
him, to hear Bruce tell it, “nobody wants the job", In the fall of 2010, with Bruce's load ever-increasing be- 
yond that of Treasurer in both WCS and the ONA, Bruce elected to not re-run. 


Bruce was also a founding member of the ONA which unofficially formed in London in Oct 1961 and then it 
was Official in November 1961 that Bruce was the first Treasurer (and the only one since) and the ONA Con- 
stitution and By-laws were finalized in April 1962. This is why the ONA will celebrate 50 years in 2012 rather 
than 2011. The 2012 ONA convention will be held at the Holiday Inn Conference Centre in Kitchener. On 
March 30th, 1968, WCS Annual Coin Show, Banquet and Bingo took place with Kitchener's Mayor McLennan 
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and Waterloo's Alderman Epp cutting the 
ribbon for opening ceremonies. Bruce 
was Treasurer of this event as he was for 
all the WCS and ONA Coin Shows and 
Conventions throughout the years. 


At this same event, Bruce was awarded 
WCS Lifetime Membership #3. On April 
14th, 1973, the ONA-WCS Convention 
and Banquet was held at the Waterloo 
Motor Inn. The typewriter walked away 
from this event much to Bruce's frustra- 

: tion; however, much to his delight, Bruce 
received the ONA Gold Award of Merit at the banquet. The first WCS annual Christmas cake draw too place in 
December 1961 and Bruce continued the tradition to this day. Bruce, affectionately becoming known as "old 
money bags", saw the Canadian Tire Coupon Collectors' Club (CTCCC) formed in 1990, and Bruce was a mem- 
ber at least since 1993. In 1999 at the ONA Annual Convention, Bruce was awarded Fellow of the ONA and 
he was ONA Lifetime Member #5. The 1999 CNA-WCS Convention was to celebrate WCS's 40th Anniversary, 
and of course in turn, Bruce's too. In December 2004, WCS celebrated its 500th meeting with a huge cake 
which Bruce helped cut. At the June 2009 WCS banquet, Bruce was recognized with a special gift for his 50 
years of service to the club, and at the WCS Dec. 14th, 2010 monthly membership meeting, Don Robb read a 
flowing tribute from the club in appreciation of Bruce's 50 years as Treasurer, also since this was the official 
meeting to complete his 50th year of membership. Bruce was long-standing member #429 of the Canadian 
Association of Wooden Money Collectors. 





Bruce never missed any South-West Ontario local coin shows held by ONA member clubs. As well, he was in 
frequent attendance at the monthly meetings for Waterloo Coin Society, Stratford Coin Society, Ingersoll Coin 
Club, Woodstock Coin Club, Cambridge Coin Club, South-Wellington Coin Club, and Brantford Coin Club. He 
hosted many of the ONA Executive meetings, and never missed attending any ONA Executive meeting nor 
their conventions regardless of where they are held in Ontario. Bruce also looked after the membership for 
the ONA too, along with other duties, such as arranging the mail lists for the bi-monthly Numismatist. He 
stored their newsletters and other archive records as well. 


Bruce dedicated a large portion of his life to the numismatic hobby; he supported many charitable causes in 
the community too, and he will be missed by his family and many friends. 


(continued from pg 7) 


These were the first coins to be embossed, using iron presses and coated with a basic lacquer, the same 
finish French Canadians often used as a maple syrup substitute. When traders purchased items at dry goods 
stores, the clerk would always ask “ash or check?”. (The word “cash” actually comes from the Algonquin term 
“ka’ash” meaning chips of wood.) 


Canada didn’t introduce metal coins until 1867, after the Canadian Coin 


Treasury burned down to the ground. The story goes that a Canadian 
treasury employee accidentally started the blaze by rubbing two nickels 
together, destroying the entire wooden reserve. The treasury was later 
nicknamed “The Mint” because of the sweet menthol smoke that 
permeated the air during the fire. 
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The Reluctant Fisherman 
from Bob Lenz’s woods 
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Norm Belsten, LM C45 Cordova is a small fishing community located on the eastern shore of Prince 
William Sound. Accessible only by air or sea, the motivated visitor can find their 
E-mail: : ; , 
nbelsten@sympatico.ca way via daily air service from Anchorage or Seattle, or by vehicle & boat aboard 


the Alaska Marine Highway. Dubbed “Alaska’s Hidden Treasure”, Cordova is 
unique, not only because of its relative inaccessibility, but also because it has 
managed to retain its true Alaskan spirit--friendly, working class, and unspoiled 
by large scale tourism. Cordova (Alaska) weather is changeable and best 
CAWMC is amember of RCNA | (described as "Maritime". It is located on the shores of Prince William Sound on 
a poe benlrelabites ~~ the Gulf of Alaska in the farthest north temperate rain forest, and therefore 
gets a fair share of precipitation. Temperatures range from low 50's to high 
O's Fahrenheit, and you need to wear your sunglasses when you are near the 
water. The Reluctant Fisherman Hotel has magnificent views from its win- 
dows, and you can learn more about the area from their historic museum. 
Walk the docks to see commercial fishing boats up close, enjoy Alaska's world 
famous Copper River Salmon embellished in the hotel dining room. Take a 
guided kayak tour, float a glacier river, bird-watching, hunting, outfitters rafting, 
skiing and snow-shoeing, art, boating, beach comb, take a flight-seeing tour, 
catch the yearly shorebird migration, or go fishing. The Reluctant Fisherman's 
waterfront is truly a “working waterfront” with seafood processing plants, the 
coast guard cutter, marine related support industries, with retail spots in the 
mix. The 50 mile drive across the Copper River Delta, the largest wetlands on 
continent, is a destination in itself: Trumpeter Swan, Bald Eagles, Dusky 
Canada Geese, Brown Bear, Black Bear, Moose and Beavers are all in 
i TS =~ residence. Once you arrive at the historic Million Dollar Bridge (which you have 
Wal Non Hiren |i]; learned all about from your visit to the museum, right?) you will have a front 
Ve FP row seat at “The Glacier” as the locals refer to Childs Glacier. The USFS camp- 
ground has copper-topped picnic sites and rest-room facilities. Bring campfire 
food, and plan to stay awhile. www.reluctantfisherman.com 


Phone: 
(905) 868-9187 





